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AMUSEMENTS THIS AFTERNDON AND EVENINE.

WALLACK'S THEATRE, Uroadway and 15ih strest. —
Jonn GanTid.

NIBLO'S GARDEN, Broadway, hetwsen Prince and
Houston streets.—BLACK CROUE. Matinee at 2,

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery—THR FORSAKEN-WILL
Hatuey Matinee at 2,

8T, JAMES' THEATRE, Tweanty-eighth sirest and Brond-
WAy MONALDL Matings at 8 | ity

STADT THEATRE, Nos, 46 and 47 Bowery, —Tug TEM-
PLAR AND THE JEWESS,

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE, Twenty-fourth streot,—
Tuk Nsw Duava oF Invokes. Matloee ol 1%

OLYMPIO THEATRE, Broadwar.—THE BALLET PAN-
TONIME o Huurry DoMrry. Matioee at 2

BOOTRA'S THEATRE, nty-third b, corner sséh AV, =
JuLivs URSAR. 3 atines at L

GLORE THHATRE, 718 and 780 Droadway, —PEDESTING
on, CuTe TuE BELIABLE.

GRAND OPERA HOUSE. coraer of 8b av. and 330 ste—
Eunorras HIPPOTHEATEICAL COMPANY. Matlines nt 9.

ACADEMY OF MUEI0, Toafteenth sireet.—ENgrLisn
OPEXA—THE WATEL CarBiER, Matioee,

WOOD'S MUSKUM, Brosdway, corner 33th st. —Perform-
ances afternoon and evening. —Us HAxn,

MRS, F. B, CONWAY'S BROUKLYN THEATRE.—
MAN Axp Wire,

PARK THEATRE, opponite City Wall,
Darise Dok, Tox B:uifm.rx DETECTIVIR

Erooklyn.—

THEATRE COMIQUR, 814 Broadwar.—Comie VeoirL-
1BME, KEGEO Acts, AC.—DivOoRoED, Matines st 9,

UNION SQUARE THEATRE, Fourtsenth at. and Broad.
way.—~NEGEU AOTS—BURLESQUE, BALLET, &o. Matinee.

TAIRTY-FOURTH STREET THEATRE, near Third aye-
DU —VARIETY ENTERTAINMENT, Malines ot 9. i

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE, No. 201 Bawery. —
KEowo EcoENTEIOITINS, BULLESQUES, &0, Matinge.

BRYANT'S NEW OPERA HOUSE, %04 st., be'ween 6t
and Tth avs.—BEYANT'S MINSTRELS, Hu.:inm :l. : ”

BAN FRANCIBCO MINSTREL HALL, B85 Broad —
Tnx ax Franoisoo MINSTRELS, ing o

PAVILION, No, 8% Broadway.—Tue Viensa L On-
OHESTUA, Mallneo at 8}, i iARS

STEINWAY HALL, Four troot. —Afte
Graxp CoxuEnt. T ot FROTH a4 2=

ABSOCTATION HALL, &8th wstreet and -
Munes at 2~ GURAND fowonnlr. eud i avencs.

NEW YORK CIRCUS, Fourtesnin mresi.—30
TRE RiNG, ACROUATS, 4U. Matineo aati

NEW YORK MUSEUM OF
gNEW YORK MU OF ANATOMY, 618 Broadway.—

DR, KAHN'S ANATOMICAL MUA3E o
BOIRNOE AND ART. SR s awar:
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Tag AMERIOAN MiNister 1o Rrssia, Mr.
Curtin, enjoyed a very pleasing reception
mmmUnlted States ship Shenandoah
fn the port of Nice, as will be seen by our
cable telegram from Paris to-day.

Tue DoMiNioN OF CaNani—RUMORED
Tamary OF INDEPENDENCE.—A Boston paper
gives currency to a rumor that a treaty has
been secretly concluded between England and
the Dominion of Canada by which the inde-

of the latter issecurcd. This would
be very convenient for England in case of war
with this country, but we hardly think the
British government is disposed (0 inaugurate
the dismemberment of the empire by cutting
adrift any of its foreign colonies and depend-
encies. A HzmaLp correspondent bad an in-

. terview with the Minister of Public Works,

and also with the Quebec Premler, last night,
but they both denied there was any truth in
the statement, and stated that no such nego-
tintions had been carried on between Great
Britain and the Dominion, In case, bowever,
the ramor should prove frue, and Canada is
really to become an independent Power, it

to this country from that moment

will become merely & question of time, and a

——aiand snd France mand the “Southera
Confederney”=0ur Sottloment with France
and Onr Settlement as Agreed Upen
with England.

It is not surprising that the “American

case” on the Alabama claims, as submitted to
the Geneva Court of Arbitration, has awakened
a profound excitement and great indignation
in England touching the inferential and conse-
quential damages involved. It Is not surpris-
ing, because Englishmen had generally ac-
cepted the Treaty of Washington as embrac-
ing the abandonment of all indirect claims in
the premises on the part of the United States;
and because the acts, the facts, the dates and
specifications, with the argument thereon, sub-
mitted in our case, are fearfully strong, not
only in behalf of consequential damages, but in
support of the American opinion that Eng-
land’s neutrality in our late rebellion, from
the beginning to the end, was but o thin dis-
guise covering an active alliance with Jefl
Davis.
In the course of the argument of the Amer-
ican case, after reciting the several treatics
bztween the two countries from 1814 to 1854,
and the numerous concessions made on the
part of the United States from time to time
in behalf of peace and relations of close
friendship with England, it is said that,
when threatened with our Southern rebel-
lion, the United States had *a right
to feel confident that in any contro-
versy which might grow ont of the unhappy
existence of African slavery in certain of the
Southern States the British government wounld
not exercise its sovereign powers questionably
or unquestionably in favor of the supporters of
slavery.” Down to the month of May, 1861,
this was the almost universal opinion through-
out our loyal States. It was an opinion natn-
rally resulting from the nctivity with which
English abolitionists and the British govern-
ment had supported for twenty-five or thirty
years the abolition agitation in this country,
Alter all the services in this cause of the noto-
rious Thompson and other English emissaries ;
after all the books of English travellers on
American barbarisms, including the horrible
atrocities of American slavery, from Mras.
Trollope down to Charles Dickens, and after
the deification in England of William Lloyd
Garrison and the astonished authoress of
*Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” our Northern people to
the last moment scounted the idea that between
the United States and a rebellions Southern
confederacy, founded on *‘the corner stone of
negro slavery,” England would take the side
of slavery.

But she did, and with an indecent haste and

with a shameless audacity, in Lord John

Russell's proclamation of belligerent rights,

which we could not at first understand,

because at first we conld not believe it to be
true. We were soon convinced, however,
that, not only were tbe sympathies and the
moral support of the British government and
the British aristocracy pledged to the so-called

Confederate States, but that Lords Palmer-

ston and Russell were only wailing for a con-

venient pratext to become an active armed
ally of Jeff Davis, It was made clear, from

Rusgell's belligerent proclamation, that Eng-

land's active philanthropy in reference to

American slavery had had for its object, not

the emancipation of our Southern slaves, but

the dissolution of the great American republic
and the overthrow of its popular institutions,

80 dangerous to the “‘divine rights of kings”

and feudal aristocracies. The sectional

division of this Union on slavery to the Issue
of war, for which England had been working
for a quarter of a century and more, had come
at last, and, with the organization of the

Southern Confederacy at Montzomery,

Alabama, and before a gun had been fired to

break the peace betwoen the North and

Sounth, England took the position that this

Union was dissolved ; that the Southern Con-

federacy was a fixed fact, and that a con-

venient pretext would soon enable her to
settle the question.

The entente cordiale cemented between

Lord Palmerston and Louis Napoleon in

the war of the Crimea enabled the former,

without difficulty, to unite France with Eng-
land in this matter of belligerent rights, Nor
was Napoleon behind band in his confidence
in our Southern Confederacy; and he, loo,
had his grand designs in gathering his share
of the rich fruits that would be offered to Eng-
land and France from the dissolution of the
great American Union. To England, with the
success of our gigantic rebellion, would fall
the monopoly, on her own terms, of our South-
ern cotton trade ; and between the Northern
and the Southern Confederacy she could hold
both subject to her good will and pleasure.
Above all, with the collapse of this republic
the crown and the aristocracy of England would
be established as on a rock for, perhaps, cen-
turies to come. houis Napoleon, with an eye
to the ultimate restoration to France of the
outlets of the Mississippi and the command of
its great trafic, and to the appropriation of

California, saw that his way was conveniently

open throngh Mexico. He took military pos-

gesgion of that conatry—our hands being tied;
he established his Aunstrian instroment, the
accomplished Maximilian, over it, on the

French system, as Emperor, “by the will of

the Mexican people,” and he awaited

the issae of our civil war for the further de-
velopment of his plans, But General Grant
spoiled all his calculations, and so Mr. Secre-
tary Seward at length obwined a hearing in
the Tuileries, and Napoleon, taking the hint,
wisely withdrew from Mexico, but cruelly left
poor Maximlllan (o the tender mercies of

Juares,

That was the settlement with France of our
outstanding balances against her growing out
of our terrible struggle of life or death with
our insurgent States. England's belligerent
rights and perfidions nentrality in the very first
year of the war were brought ont in their true
colors. Walting only and watching for a pre-
text to join hands with Jeff Davis, the vigilant
Palmerston and Russell, in November, 1861,
found it, aod joylfully seized it, in the Trent
affair. A British steamer, the Trent, with
James M. Mason, of Virginia, and Jobn Slidell
on hoard, the one as Minister of the Confede-
rate States to England, and the olber as Min-
ister from said States to France, and each
accompanied by his Secretary, had lefl Ber-
muda en roufe for England. Not far from
Bermuda the Trent was overhauled by the
United States war steamer San Jacinto, Cap-
tain Wilkes, and by him the four men indi-

mm time af that.

¥

cated were taken off and carried to Fortress

Monroe. The nct was heartily applauded by
the people of our loyal States and they were
ready to meet the consequences. Mr, Seward,
however, saw that it was a blunder and volun-
teered at once the needful explanation to Eng-
land. But before he could communicate with
London Her Majesty's governmeot had sent u
peremptory demand for the release of Mason
and Slidell, backed by the iron-clad Warrior
and other warlike preparations, and In making
up its answer our government was limited to
seven days—only seven days' grace,

Here was o deliberate attempt to thrust the

issue of war upon us; for in every respect
this British demand was purposely framed not
to invite an apology, but to provoke a fight.
It was like spitting In the face of a defenceloss
man, while denouncing him as o thief. But
President Lincoln had resolved to be content
with" one war at the time,"” and to bear with
any affront from England or France until he
had settled with Davis. The apology de-
manded was accordingly made within the
seven days' grace allowed, and, failing in
their game, Her Majesty's Cabinet and aristo-
cracy, and Davis and all his Confederates were'
grievously disappointed. But this solution of
that Trent affair in the hearts of millions of
Americans was laid by as a rod in pickle for
‘the day of atonement, and it is properly in,
and could pot with a becoming respect for
the truth of history be left out of the ‘‘Ameri-
can case” before the Geneva arbitrators. To
be sure, England's apology in the Treaty
of Washington covers a maultitude of
gins; but it does mnot embrace this
Trent affair, nor the consequential damages
from the boldness which it gave to British
blockade runners and to Mr. Laird & Co. in
the building of rebel piratical eruisers. The
Brilish speculators, political and financial, in
blockade runners, rebel ships-of-war and Con-
federate coiton loans came out with their
money and supplies of all kinds to the enemy,
without stint, after the Trent affair, because,
from our unexpected apology, they were
satisfled that “‘England could not kick the
Yankees into a fight,” and that *‘the South-
erners would whip them."
Accepting, however, England's apology as
covering all the indignities and moral offences
against us of which she was guilty in connec-
tion with our late rebellion, our case as laid
before the Geneva arbitrators is still fair as a
bill of damages in dollars and cents. It is
not for Mr. Gladstone but for the Court to
decide the extent to which our claims are
valid or inadmissible. The Court is the in-
terpreter of the treaty between the two
parties. Nor can Eongland withdraw from
this tribanal, in failing to secure the abate-
ments demanded in our case, without losing
all she has gained in her apology. She vitiales
her apology by breaking the agreement of
which it is a part, and she leaves us to the
alternative of settling with her as we settled
with Lounis Napoleon.

Prince Blamarck on Public Edacation.
Prince Bismarck defined the position of the
German government on the question of public
education in a speech which he addressed to
the members of the Prussian Diet yesterday.
The Premier was considerably excited, par-
ticularly with reference to the point of
denominational religious instruction. He said,
nccording to our cable telegram, that the
Emperor's government “‘was disposed to pro-
pitiate the Roman Catholics, but its patience
was exhausted,” He added, in conclusion,
that ‘it will be the policy of Prussia here-
after to Germanize the Polish schools as
France had Gallicized those of Alsace and
Lorraine,” The Premier Prince was evidently
angered, and that to a very considerable
degree, when he permitted his opponents in
the Legislature to force him to reveal him-
self towards Poland, and to exhibit the bitter
feeling which has been engendered in his
mind by the sight of the returned descendants
of the first German inhabitants of Alsace and
Lorraine, after their education by the foreign
conqueror. The French endeavored to prove
that Panslavic Teutonism is not indestruct-
ible, and they came very near to success,
They must now pay for their ethnological ex-
periment, and that ata very dear rate, accord-
ing to the avengement principle of Bismarck's
interpretation of the maxim, Has est et ab hoste
doceri. Poland will Buffer also, and the Papal
interests in the Frussian provinces of the
ancient kingdom be subjected to the influence
of the lex talionis of Bismarck.

Reform In the Law Reguinting Savings
Banks.

The Danking Committee of the State Legis-
lature has agreed npon a bill to regulate sav-
ings banks, the provisions of which will be
found in full in the HerarLp to-day. The

proposed new law seeks to mnke
more  stringent  provigions  in  regard
to the loaning of deposita by a
snvings hank, and throws other
safegnards around the deposilors’ money

which recent experience has shown to be
greatly needed. The truslees are held to
greater responsibility than at present, and
the menns of reaching dishonest managers are
rendered more speedy and certain. Some re-
form is required in this direction, for nothing
is more unjust, cruel and impolitic then asys-
tem which renders the hard earned money of
the poor an easy prey to dishonor-
able men. A commonwealth has no higher or
more beneficial duty to perform than to en-
courage the laboring classes in the bhabit of
gaving while health and vigor are on their
gide. Every failure of a savings bank, every
cxposure of fraud in such an institution,
does more mischiel by means of ila dis-
heartening effect wpon its vielims than
through the immediate loss it may entail upon
tbem. If the bill upon serutiny promises fo
make the deposits in these banks mbre secure
than at present it should be pussed without a
dissentient voice,

Mansuar  Bazarse's  ‘‘treachery to the
French republic” has been made patent to
the commitles of the Legislative Assembly
which is investigatinz the subject of the
surrender of fortresses to the Prussians during
the Inte war. So says the Paris Patrie. The
Marshal is really unfortunate, He fought
aguinst the popular idea in Algeria, fought
againet republican insiitutions in Mexico, and
now he is accosed of having betrayed the
national interests as a soldier and o French.
man. Can it be possible? Doos military life
ever foduce such personal demoralizations?
We can sgarcely believe it

The System of State Taxation=The Re-
pert of the Committre of Revision.
The report of the Commissioners appointed

by the Governor to revise the laws for nssess-
ment and collection of taxes in the State, have
submitted their report, which has been laid
before the Legislature. It is an exhaustive
document, of much interest to the people, buk
its extreme length has prevented its publica-
tion in the Hemarp. It has long been ad-
mitted that our tax system is very defective,
and that o radical change in existing laws is
desirable, both to effect a more equal
and perfoct assessment of real estate and fo
remove the serious objections that exist in
regard to the taxation of personal property.
The Committee have evidently performed their
labor with diligence and intelligence, and if
all their suggestions do not receive popular
approval, they have at least succeeded in mak-
ing more clear and distinct the defects in our
present laws, and in affording the Legislature
many useful practical suggestions for their
amendment,

Every taxpayer is interested in securing an
equal and fall assessment of real estate for
the purpose of taxation, It is a fallacy for
any owner of properly to suppose that he is
saviog money if he bas succeeded, by favorit-
ism or sharp practice, in securing an under-
valuation, The defective system that enables
bhim to do this gives his neighbors an eqnal

opportunity to evade a genuine assess-
ment, If the whole real estate in
New York, in the cities and in the

country, were assessed at its actual value,
the percentage of taxation would be less than
it is, even in cases where property is greatly
undervalued, The Commissioners seek to
strike at this fundamental evil of unegual and
ingufficient valuation by proposing in the new
code of tax laws submilted with their report
such stringent provisions as will, in their be-
lief, serve to secure the enforcement of the
role that all real estate shall be assessed
thronghout the State at its real market value.
New York city, which beara a large share of
the burden of general taxation, suffers the
greatest injustice under the present system,
-because property here is assessed much nearer
to its ‘market value than is property in other
parts of the State. From 1861 to 1870 the
increased valuation of the State reached for-
ty-seven and a half per cent, but nearly all
this was realized in the cities of New York
and Brooklyn., Excluding the two counties of
New York and Kings, the increase would only
have been eight and a half per cent; yet the
incrense of popunlation in the other parts
of the State was almost as great asin these
two connties during the same period.
The lowest point of valuation is found in some
farm lands, and in some instances it is down
to fourteen per cent of the aotual market valne
of the property., The average valuation all
over the State for assessment is but forty per
cent of the actual value,

That a reform is needed in this direction
must be evident to all, and, as we have said,
every taxpayer would be benefited by a full
and uniform valuation, ,us the average per
centage would be thereby pgreatly re-
duced. The new laws proposed by the com-
miitee might, and probably would, eecure
that desirable object ; at all events they are
deserving of attentive consideration, coming
from able men, who have carefully examined
the subject and are esrnest in the work they
have undertaken. In regard to the efforts to
tax personal property, under existing laws,
the committee speak out boldly and distinctly.
The attempt has bzen farcical and disgraceful,
and the evidence of its failure, they declare,
is most conclusive, A strong array of facts
and elaborate ressoning support this proposi-
tion, and the Commissioners arrive at the
conclusion that the present system of per-
sonal taxation is o violation of the principles
of constitutional government. Without fol-
lowing them through their argument, we may
say that the existing taxation of personal pro-
perty is universally known to be a farce. The
system is unequal, nnjust and inefficient as well
as arbitrary and inquisitorial, and the people
would be glad to see it abolished altogether
rather than continue in its present shape. Still,
personal property should bear its just share of
the public burdens, and the propositions of
the Commissioners are that all moneyed cor-
porations of every kind shall be taxed in ac-
cordance with the present laws, and that
every occupier of a dwelling or building shall
pay & tax upon three times the actual rental
value of his premises in lieu of any taxation
of personal property, as at present existing.
The Commissioners argue to show that this is
a fair estimate of a man's personal wealth,
and nassert that wherever high rentals
prevail—in great business or fashionable

localities—tbe largest amounnt of per-
gonal properly fis represented, We can
see  mupy objections that may be

made to this novel proposition, especially in a
crowded city where tbe rental of moderate-
gized houses nnd stores in respectable but not
first clags locations are likely to be unduly
high as compared with more valuable property ;
but the subject ie so important as to deserve
more careful and thorough consideration than
we can now bestow upon it. The report is an
interesting and valuable document, and will,
no doubt, be carefully studied by the Logisiu-
ture and by the taxpayers generally.

French Amssembly and
Contractors.

The French Legislative Assembly has
become exceedingly suspicious of the morality
and honesty of the war conirnct system as it is
obgerved under the government. The mem-
bers are to ask information from Washington
on the subject of a recent inquiry into the
conduct of “‘American officials who were sus-
pected of participating in the porchase of arms
for the French government during the war."”
The news telegram is not very clear as to
what the French commitlee is just exactly
seekiog nfter. Does France, as a grand mili-
tary and war-making nation, imagine that all
military contractors are scrupulously honest ?
If 8o she has forgotten the lessons and experi-
ences of the great Bonaparte, who, when he
came to levy the pational taxes—under the
famous Code Napoleon-—and, glancing along
the columns of the returns containing the
names and occupations of those liable, found
the definition of profession to be ‘‘contractor
for the army,” wrote the simple bul decisive
words, “Let him disgorge froely to the State.”
The French Assembly is puzaling itself about
a varlety of motters—some of them trilles in
the end.

The the Army

Congress Yesterday=—The Amnesty Bill De-
fented=The Proposed Revocniioa of tho
Alnbama Treaty.

The Senate has at Inst come to a final issne
on the Amnesty bill, and the bill is dead. It
was killed by Sumner’s supplementary Civil
Rights bill, which was tacked on to it ss an
amendment, by the casling vote of Vice
President Colfax. Many of the most promi-
nent republican Senators voted against Sum-
ner's amendment, including Carpenter, of
Wisaconsin; Ferry, of Connecticut ; Logan and
Trumbull, of Illinois; Morrill, of Maine;
Robertson and Sawyer, of South Carolina;
Schurz, of Missouri, and Scott, of Pennsyl-
vania. It was a tie vote—28 to 28—and
the amendment was,- therefore, defeated
had not Mr, Colfax exercised his prerogative
to give the casting vote, and given it for the
amendment, while confessing plainly enough
that he did not approve of it. Neither do we
think that the people will approve of it, or of
his course in thus aiding " in the as-
sagsination of amnesty—not only aiding
in it, but dealing the fatal blow at it with his
own hand. It was not a party measure, and
there was, therefore, the less excuse for Mr.
Colfax's action. After that the fate of the
bill was sealed. If there had not been votes
enough in the Senate to kill it, it could never
bave got through the House with the negro
equality amendment tacked on to it; but it
did not even get through the Senate. Enough
republicans voted with the democrats to pre-
vent the bill getting the requisite two-thirds
majority. The vote stood 33 to 19 less than
two-thirds in the affirmative, and the bill was
rejected.

There is now one way left for Congress to
get rid of this difficult question and to remove
the Irritation which must result in the South
over the defeat of this measure. We appeal
from Mr. Sumnper, in the Senate, to Mr.
Dawes, in the House—from Massachusetts
drunk to Massachusetta sober. Let Mr,
Dawes, the leader of the House, introduce
next Monday, and have passed, under a sus-
pension of the rules, a short, simple bill of
universal and unconditional amnesty, and have
it again sent to the Senate. Thatl body will be,
at that time, we are sure, so ashamed of its
subserviency to Sumnper and his crotohets that
it will consent to come to a square vote on
such a bill, backed, as it will be, by the

influence of the administration. The
President is not responsible for the
continuance of political disabilities in

the South, and is too much of a soldier and
statesman not to appreciate thoroughly the
danger at snch a time of keeping alive dis-
content among the leading men of the SBouth,
He knows that what Ireland is to England, as
a sonrce of apprehension and danger in case
of war, the Southern States are to this gov-
ernment, only in n still greater degree on
account of the military char2cter of the people
of the South. If England dare not go to war
with us from the danger she would expose
herself to from Ireland, still less dare we to
go to war with Encland, knowing how easily
she could fan the discontent of the South into
a new rebellion, which, with the ald of
England, might defy all our power to
subdue, This consideration does mnot
seem to bhave entered into the minds
of the Senators who most bitterly opposed
amnesty, and who yet, with reckless inconsis-
tency, oitered words of bravado in the Benate
on account of England's proposed revocation
of the Alabama Treaty; for that subject was
up again in the Senate yesterday and evoked
a discussion which, in apite of all professions
of a desire to keep it within the bounds of re-
gpect and moderation, frequently trenched
upon the limits of international courtesy and
was calculated to embitter rather than fo
mollify the ill feeling to which the episode has
given rise in both countries,

There wers no questions of a public charac-
ter before the Hounse yesterday. By.the rules
of that body Fridays are nssigned to bills of a
private character, and such only ocenpled ita
attention yesterday. One of these was of
considerable general interest, being a propo-
sition to compensate the ancient College of
William and Mary, in Virginia, for the de-
struction of its property during the war by the
act of some drunken and insubordinate strag-
glers from the United States Army. No result
was arrived at when the House adjourned.

The SBenate will not be in session to-day and
the House will only be in session for buncombe
debate.

Mr. Boutwell on Reviving American Ship-
ping.

Mr. Boutwell has been giving his views on
the subject of reviving American shipbuilding
and the maritime interests of the country be-
fore the Commiltee on Commerce of the
House of Ropresentafives, He proposes to
restore our commercial marine by & gigantic
scheme of bounties. He has always been a
bounty man, and after this he should be called
the great bounty Secretary. The plan he rec-
ommends would involve the payment of fifty
millions of dollara at least out of the Treasury
for bounties to shipbuilders. For one clase of
vessels only—ocean steamships—he proposes
to pay ten dollars per ton a year for five years,
on an aggregate of five hundred thousand
tons, which would amount to twenty-five mil-
lions of dollars, Then there is proposed a
bounty of eight dollars a ton on sailing ves-
gols not less than four hundred tons burden
and six dollars a ton on vessels of not
less than one hundred tons burden for
either the foreign or coast trade, besides indi-
rect bounties to fishing veasels, Fifty mil-
lions would be the lowest amount, probably,
thus taken from the pockets of the taxpayers,
But that would not be the only evil of sach a
measure, The doors would be opened by this
precedent to all sorts of bounties und jobs, by
which the mass of the people would be laxed
for the benefil of special interests. Away
with such bad policy and dangerous precedent.
The proper way to increase our tonnage and
to revive our maritime and commercial inter.
esta is to let American capitalists buy ships
in the cheapest and best markels and to na-
tionalize the ships so purchased.

Tae Lysomsura Virginian regards the
liberal republican movement as ono of the
most hopeful auguries of the times, and adds
that it suggests the only basls upon which all
the opponents of radical rule can bo brought
together and co-operate with harmony. This
is possumism from an unexvected guartery

Naval Economy—The Abolitlen of the
Grade of Commodore,

peculiar virulence In regard to the interests of
the navy. Appropriations for expenditure
here are reduced to the lowest limit consist-
ent with the mere existence of the service,
and our Congressmen are upon this subject
apparently emulous of the experiment which
proposed to demonstrate that, under a judi-
clous system of diet, an animal might be edu-
cated Lo subsist upon a single straw per day.

Pursuant to this laudable purpose of na-
tional thrift, it ia now proposed to abolish the
grade of Commodore in the navy, to effect &
small saving in the yearly appropriation for
navy pay and rations. The scheme will not
find much favor in naval circles, and itis
questionable if the public, when it understands,
will approve & measure which, nuder a pitiful
pretence of economy, may inflict serious in-
Jury upon the efficiency of an important organ-
ization. Though—as the Becretary of the
Navy states—it may be there are no duties
performed by the grade of Commodore which
cannot be as well performed by other grades;
and though it may be that if any grade must
be abolished, that of Commodore can be best
spared without materially affecting the effi-
clency of the smervice; it is, nevertheless, the
fact that in 1862 the grades of Rear Admiral
and Commodore were established to remedy a
recognized deficiency, and by this means
round the official *‘personnel” of the navy into
adeqnuate completion.

That either military or naval power, to be
efficient, should be wielded by a eingle indi-
vidual head, is indisputable; it is a military
necessity, And the distribution of power and
responsibility from the head, through succes-
sively subordinated grades of members to the
extremities, becomes a natural and inevitable
congequence, Military men agree in the plan
of construction of a grand army. A general-
in-chief, major generals commanding army
corps and divisions, brigadier generals con-
ducting brigades, colonels in charge of regi-
mente and battalions. Thongh these grades
may be sometimes unoccupied, and the duties
of either performed by subordinates, it is none
the less true that when this is so there is an
imperfection; a link of the chain iz wanting,
and the army lacks by this much the first ele-
ment of efficiency—a complete organization.
The same reasoning applies to the navy, in

' whioh the grade of Commodore is equivalent

to that of Brigadier in the army and equally
easential,

Even were the grade of Commodore
guperfluous, it is always injudicious to
alter  established systems, whose va-
rious constituents have become harmo-

niously adjusted, and where the change
may serlously affect individual interests and
aspirations. Next to patriotlsm and devotion
to the service and the flag the leading idea
with most naval officers is promotion as re-
ward for efficient and faithful performance of
duty. The future of many subordinate offi-
cers, their domestic establishment and hope
of a home, hinge upon the anticipation of ad-
vancement in rank, bringing with it the pay
enabling them to support o family. When it
is considered that the abolition of the grade of
commodore necessitates the suspension, for
eight years, of all promotion, it becomes evi-
dent that thia measure of economy bears hard
upor those to whom the question is practi-
cally one of ‘‘bread and butter,” and ecer-
tainly cannot be approved by those liberal
minded citizens who recognize the propriety
of stimulating activity, energy and efliciency
by the inducement of a coveted reward. It
hns been observed that in 1862 the grade of
commodore was created to remedy a defi-
ciency. The number of captains and com-
manders was then expreasly reduced that the
aggregate number of officers in the semior
grades might not be increased. There were
then sixty-eight captains and ninety-seven
commanders, There are now fifty captains
and ninety commanders. If the grade of
commodors s abolished the fifiy cap-
tains are manifestly too few for their
present duties, and to fill all the
other positions now filled by commodores, and
it would then seem necessary, with the extine-~
tion of the grade of commodore, to re-estab=
lish- the number of captains and commanders
as existing before the war. If, of the number
in the grade of commodore (lwenty-five),
eighteen be added to the present number of
captains and seven to that of commanders, the
numbers in these two grades will be exactly
re-established—viz., sixty-eight captains and
ninety-seven commanders—and thus .the
change may be effected without stopping pro-
motion, which doea a positive Injustice to offi-
cers who have served faithfully from thirty to
thirty-five years,

_Bu this will not effect what Congress de-
sires—economy in naval expendilure—as the
increase by addition to these subordinate
grades on the one hand will about cqual the
retrenchmeat accomplished by reduction on
the other, Since, therefore, this proposed
economy cannot be attained without inflicting
hardship and injustice; and since, but for
economy, there seems no motive for change in
the present completed organization, it may be
well for our legislators to direct their attention
to olber branches of naval expense where
reformation is seriously demanded, and where
a mach more creditable economy can be ju-
diclously devised,

A Rear BATTLE has at last been fought and
won by the revolutionists in Mexico. Accord-
ing to our special despatch from Matamoros,
the government troops, three thousand strong,
commanded by General Neri, were complotely
routed and seattered by a revolutionary force
of about the same number nnder General
Donato Guerra. As the result of the battle
the important city of Zacateoas, the capital of
the State, was captured by the revolutionists.

EataraTioN FroM Liverroor 1IN 1871.—
The emigration from Liverpool to the United
states during the past yoar has been consider-
ably in oxcess of that of 1870. The fizures,
taken from the official statistics recently pub-
lished in England, show this {o be the case.
One pecaliarity, however, is noliceable,
While the number of emigrants from the Con-
tinent has augmented there has been a falling
off of Irish and Bootch emigrants, This may
be acconnted for by the fact of the increased
facilitios offered to emigrants from ports in the
North and South of Ireland, ns well aa from
Glasgow. The number of vessels from (hesa



